pI aDE of Rightcouſ neſs 


lied up unto the Nations, and an 
Enſigne of. Grace unto the Folge 


But the Flagge of Defiance againſt 4ztichriſt , and all 
his Meſlengers and Miniſters , who are under his 
power and picading for it , for terme of life, 


All which are held forth in a mark anſwer unto Leonerd Letchfords Quzry. © 
Concerning PerfeQtion and keeping of Gods Law and Companenancy 
which may-ſerve for the'univerſal good, and ſatisfaQion of all wha 
are yet unſatisfied in theſe weighty matters in this Book inſert 


With ateſtimony concerning the natural man , who cannot keep ei FO, % 
Commands of God. d 


Alſo an Inyitation to-all people to come unto the F ountain Tj "Living Watersy 
from whence they haye been driven. 

Alſo ateſtimony concerning the & porta man, in whom the Law of Godi is 
fulfilled , and the Commands kept. 

Alſo the way tothe Kingdome of God 1 in ſhort held forth toall wha wile 
ling to enter therein, | 

. Alſo the difernceberwerthermeGofpel andihe fall trulyſtared, 


ide quo br 2h how ford of Rurſt-piey point , in the County of | 


y pr wer ed Dy Rai, Re cripture » nr: ocetece? 
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ffs forth this 13th. Fc: of the 84h; Moneth 1663, 
y «foll 


; Lower of the Lamb thorow many ribuletions, © Ps, 
s 3g - 0s . oO | 
; Wh iſe Name Z a ; my \- 


16-564 


a. alt. 
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Gentle and Courteous Reader : 
| þ this ſmall Book, is many weighty matters 


laid down to thy ſerious conſideration , even 
the things which belongs to thy eternal peace 
with God ; therefore be not raſh nor haſty to judge 
of any thing herein , which may be above thy ca- 
pacity , but wait in that ' meaſure of the gift of 
grace which God hath beStowed upon thee, that it 
may lead thee in the path of righteouſneſſe3 ſo will 
theſe heavenly myſteries be unfolded unto thee - 
and if in any thing thou be contrary minded, God 
ſhall reveal ever this unto thee ; for he revealeth 
ſecrets, and the light dwelleth with him. And as 
20 man knows the things of man , ſave the ſpirit of 
man, that is in him; ſo no man knows the things 
of God , ſave the ſpirit of God, Therefore if thou 
wouldſt know whether theſe things in this little Vo- 
lume , be of God or no, return to the manifestq- 
tion of Gods Spirit , which he hath giver to thee 
to profit withal; this will be as the Key of David _ 
unto thee , and will open unto thee theſe things , <1 
and no man ſhall ſhut there from thee 5 but rh this 2 S 
ſhut them from thee, no man thall open them to 
thee : - Therefore unto this I recommend thee , and 
ys remain 
p Thine to ſerve in love 
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Al Standard of Rigbteouſneſſe lifted 
up to the Nations , and an En- 
frene of Peace unto the People. 


compleat in his owne Image,Gen,1.26,27. which was righteouſneſs 

and:true holineſs,and gave him divers Commandements,and al- 

ſopower to keep and obſerve them,while he ſtood in that perfe& 
image in which he was created 3 who in that ſtate was a Son of God; 
and Heir of Life, and had the Tree of Life freely given him to be his 
food , that he might live for ever. Butoout of -that ſtate the Serpgar 
led him to fin and break Coyenant with God, whereby he} at 
perfeRion of holinefſe in which he ſtood compleat, while he kept 
Covenant with God, And. alſo was diſpoſlefled of that power by 
which he kept the Commands of God ; and fo all his poſterity died 
mhim from that power and perfe&tion of holineſſe in which'man 
was created, and fell into Satans Kinedome , which is fin and im- 
perfe&ion.3 andſo were (and alwayes have been) led captive at his 
will into many noyfome luſts, which hath drowned thoufands in per- 
dition, But as in Adamall died, ſo in Chriſt ſhall all be made alive, 
1 Cor. I5. 22, | 

This glad tydings of Life, Salvation and Redemption, was,gene- 

ral to all Mankind without reſpe& of perſons ; who would hear and 
obey him , by whom God in his eternal purpoſe would reftore man 
into his firſt eſtate (vi4.) by Chriſt the ſecond .4dam, according to 
his word by Iſaiah the Propet , who ſaid that Zion ſhould be redeem- 
ed through judgement , and her Converts with righteouſneſſe, 1/z. 
1.29. And alfo ſaid ke would reſtore herJudges as at the firſt,and her 
Counſellors as at the beginning , and afterwards ſhe ſhould be &l- 
led the City of Ri htooutneſſe » the faithful City , verſe 26. This 
was the firſt promiſe of mans reſtoration ito that perfetion of ho« 
linefſe in which he was created, | 


T the beginning God made man upright , Eccl. 7, 29, perſeft and 


—_ 


(2) 

And he propheſied of the Coming and Kingdome of Chriſt, and 
faid it ſhall come to paſſe in the laſt dayres that the Mountain of the 
Lords Houſe ſhall be eſtabliſhed in the top of the Mountains : And 
many people ſhould ſay , Come and let us go up to the Mountain of 
the Lord , tothe Houſe of the God of Tacoh , and he will teach us 
of his wayes, and we will walke therein. 1/a. 2. 2,3. And the ſame 
Prophet cried unto the houſe of Tacob, and ſaid , Come let us vilke 
in the light of the Lord, Iſa. 2. 5. Here was the way of God, which 
was his Light, prophelied of, to lead man again to God, from whence 


-he was fallen , which afterwards came to lead the Hrael of God in all 


his wayes , as hereafter I ſhall fully declare, | 

Yet nevertheleſ{e the ſame Prophet ſaid, Chriſts Kingdome ſhould 
be a Tabernacle, when the Lord had waſhed away the filth of the 
Daughter of Zien by the Spirit of judgement and burning , Iſa. 4, 
4.5,6, yet the ſame Prophet ſavy ina Viſion the ſtubborneſſe of ma- 
ny, to their own deſtru@ion , and ſaid they would make their hearts 
fat , and their ears keavy , and would not hear ; and ſhut their eyes, 


Jcaſt they ſhouid ſee, until their Cities was waſted without inhabi- 


rants , and their houſes without men. Iſa. 6. 10,11. But ſaid mit 
there ſhould-be a remnant, which ſhould be as a Teyle Tree , or as an 


Oake, whoſe ſubſtance was in them when they caſt their leaves z ſo 
the holy ſeed ſhould be the ſubſtance thereof, T/a. 6.13. which after- 


wards was fulfilled ; for Chriſt the holy ſeed was after , in the rem- 


.nant that was ſaved ; as the ſubſtance remained in the Teyle Tree or. 


e, when their leaves was caſt. This was alſo a certain teſtimony 
of the Son of God , who was ſer ſor the fall and the railing again of 


.many in Tſrael, Luke 2.34. who was.to be manifeſted in man, to re- 


ſtore him to his firſt eſtate, as the Apoſtles at large afterwards wit« 


neſſed. 


The ſame Prophet alſo prophefied of the birth of this Second 4. 
dam, and of his Kinydome and Government , Iſe. 9. 6,7. And ſaid 
the remnant of the houſe of Tacob ſhould no more ſtay upon him 
who ſmote them , but ſhould ſtay upon the Lord the Holy One of 
Tſrael ; and ſhould return unto the mighty God, I/a. 10. 20, 21. as 
afterwards it came to paſſe. And again he teſtified of the peaceable 
Kingdome of Chriſt , wherein the earth ſhould be filled with the 
knowledge of God, as the waters cover the Sea 1/e. 11. 1,243,435.6» 
7,8,9. which ksowledge came afterwards to be received by the Light 


*which God had commanded to ſhine in their hearts , who was wit- 


nefſes of the ſame, 2 Cor. 4. 6. by which the light of the know- 

ledge of the glory of God was received in the face of Teſus Chriſt. 
Again, the Lord by the Prophet called every one that thirſted te 

drink freely of the waters of Life z without money and without 


Price , and called many to .:pentance , verſe 6. and ſaid , Let the 
| wicked 


(3) 
wicked forſake his wayes , and the unrighteous man his thoughts, 
and let him returne unto the Lord, and he will have mercy upon 
him, verſe 7, . Here was the promiſe” of mercy unto man , if he for- 
faked his unrighteous wayes and thonghts ; and tono other , as af- 
terwards was teſtified , Prov. 28, 13. and furthermore the Prophet 
declareth the glory of the true Church , and ſaith, the Gentiles ſhall 
come to her light, and Kings to the brightneſle of her rifing , Iſa. 
60. 3. which was afterwards fulfilled, 

All which prophelies was the univerſal love of God in Chriſt Te- 
fus to Mankind , for his reſtauration into that Image and perfe&ion 
of holineffe in*\yhich he was created ; fo that all who received him 
whenhe came to be manifeſted'to them , he gave power to become 
the ſons of God, and heirs of life, Tohn 1. 12. 

And Teremiah alſo prophelied of the ſcattered flock of the Lord, 
whom the wicked Paſtours of Iſrael had deſtroyed. And the Lord 
faid. I will gather the remnant of my Flock out of all Countries 
whefEthey have heen driven, and will bring them again into their. 
fold, and will ſet one Shepherd over them which ſhall feed chem, Ter, 
23, And in his dayes Iadah ſhall be ſaved, and 1ſrael ſhall dwell ſafely, 
and this is his name whereby he ſhall be called; the Lord our Righte- 
ouſneſs, ver.6, And they ſhall no more ſay the Lord liveth which 
brought the children of Tſreel out of Egypt , but the Lord liveth 
which brought the ſeed of the houſe of Iacob out of the North Coun- 
trey, and out of all Countries whither he hath driven them, ver/ſ. 
78. All which the Lord ſpoke by way of Prophefie, that he m_ 
reſtore Iſrael his people into unity with him, which could not p8ſſt- 
ble be untill he had finiſhed tranſgreſſjon in them, which was the firſt 
cauſe of ſeparation from God and the glory of his power. 

And again the Lord by the mouth of Teremiah propheſicd of the 
reſtoration of 1fraet, and ſaid he would bring them from the North 
Countrey, and gather them from the: coaſts: of the earth ;/ he thac 
ſcattered Iſrael will gather them as a Shepherd doth his flock, Tey.zr. 
To. And alſo ſaid he would make a Covenant with the houſe of Iſrael 
and the houſe of Iudah, not according to the Covenant which he 
made with their Fathers when he took them by the hand to bring 
them out of the land of Egypr (Mark !) but this ſhall be the Cove- 
nant that T will make with the houſe of 1frael; I will put my Law 
in their inward parts, and write it mn their hearts; And they ſhall 
teach no more every man his neighbour, and every man his brother, 
ſaying, Know the Lord, &c. Ter.31.3132.33- This is the Covenant 
in which Chriſt was promiſed, wherein God would write his Lawin 
his peoples hearts, which afterwards the Apoſtles witnefſed, with 
whom this Covenant was made and confirmed ; in which they wit 
neſſed the blood of Chriſt to cleanſe them from all fin, 1 Tohn 1.7. 
This Covenant was a Covenantof Light, and of Life, wherein _ 


| CE 
Law of the Spirit of Life, not writ in Tables of Stone, but in the 
fleſkly Tables of the Heart, 2 Cor.3.3, was their Schoolmaſter ro 
bring them to Chriſt,, that they might be juſtified by faith, 6al.3.24. 
and ſo were preſented blamelefs unto God, which the blood of Bulls 
and Goats could not do, nor any outward thing, Heb.10.4. 

And by the mouth of Ezekiel the Lord promiſed to gather his people 
again unto himſelf, and ſeek them as a Shepherd ſecketh his Sheep, 
and feed them in a good paſture, Ezek. 34,12,13,14,1516, Here was 
Gods univerſal love again manifeſted by way ef prophecy, for the 
recovery of loſt man again; all which promiſes was. made conditi- 
onally unto mankind, 1f they believed in him whom God. hath cho. 
ſento be the author of eternal ſalyation, to all who received and be- 
lievedin him. 

Then afterwards Daniel prophefied of the ſuffering of the Son of 
God, of whom: the Prophets had written, whom the Angell ſhewed 
that ſeventy weeks were determined to finiſh tranfgreſſion, and to 
make anendof fin, andto make reconciliation for miquity, and to 
bring tnevyerlaſting righteouſneſs, Dan.g.24. 

And in verſe the 26. ſaith, that after ſixty two weeks ſhall the 
Meſſiah be ſlain, but not for himſelf, and in verſe the 27. he ſhall con- 
firm the Covenant with many for 6ne week, and in the midſt of the 
week he ſhall cauſe the offerings and the oblations to ceaſe.. | 

This ſhewed. the death of the Son of God, before he came into 
the.world, by which ſn and tranſgreſſjon was to be finiſhed, which 
waXhe cauſe of offerings and ſacrifices , ſtill demonſtrating Gods 
eternal purpoſe through him, toput an end to tranſgreſſion 1n man, 
without which man could never come to him again, nor be reſtored 
into that image and glory which ke loſt by onrotng, which is 
the perfedtion of holineſs in the ſight of the Lord, which. the Apo- 
ſtles teſtified unto, 2 Cor.7.1, that man might livewith Godin. the 
ſpirit, for which end he was created, which was brought to paſs 


. through the death and ſuffering of his Son, whom he ſent tato the 


world, that they through him might be ſaved, Tohn 3.17. 

And the Lord ſpake again by the mouth of Amos, and ſaid, The 
plow-man ſhould overtake the reaper, and the treader of grapes hun 
that ſowed ſeed, and the mountains ſhall drop down with ſweet wine, 
and he would bring again the captivity of his people Iſrael, 4mas g. 
13314. 

: And Micah foretold of the birth of this Saviour, even in Bethlehem 
Ephratah though it was little among the thouſands of Iudeh, yet out 
of it ſhall he come forth-that was to be ruler ji Ifrael, whoſe. goings 
forth hath been from old fromeverlaſting,: and he ſhall tand and rule 
in-the ſtrength.of the Lord, and in the majeſty of the name of the 
Lord , nas ſhall-be great. unto the: ends of the carth, Mich. 5. _— 

n 


= 


-- 
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And alfo ſaid, that the remnant of Iſrel ſhould be ainong many 
Nations as a dew from the Lord that tarrieth not for man, and as the 
ſhowers upon the tender graſs, &'c. And the remnant of 1acob ſhall 
be among the Gentiles as a Lien among the beaſts of the forreſt, and 
as a young Lion among the flocks of the ſheep which ſhould ronze 
them, and go thorow and none can deliver,ver. 7,8. 

All which Propheſies being ſo clear and fall both of the Birth and 
coming of the Son of God, and of his perfeting the work of the 
Lord, which 1s to deftroy the works of Z Devil,and reſtore man in- 
to that Image and Glory of God which he loſt by tranſgrefſion, that 
he that runs may read it, H4b.2.2. this was the very end for which 
he was manifeſted, and for which he dyed and roſe again according to 
the Seriptures, 

Se, when he was come, of whom the Prophets gave teſtimony,and 
born in Bethlehem of Iudea, Mat.2.1. Luke 2.4. he began to do many 
mighty works and wonders, in reſtoring the blinde to his light, and 
the lame to walk, and the deaf to hear, as it is written of him, Mark 
7.37. whoſe work was alwayes a work of perfeftion both in his re- 
ſtoration of body and ſoul, who.ſaved to the uttermoſt all who came 
to God by him, Heb.7.25. and made man every whit whole, John 7. 
23, anddid not leave his work imperfe& nor uneffeted innor upon 
them who did believe in him; for then he had done no more then 
did the Old Covenant which was diſannulled becauſe of the weak. 
neſs andunpr ofitableneſs thereof, becauſe it made not the comers 


thereunto perfe&, for then it ſhould have ceaſed, Heb.10.1,2, but 4 
e 


hath obtained a more excellent miniſtry how much alſo he is beco; 

a Mediator of a better Covenant which was eſtabliſhed upon better 

| (qui 0 2 For if perfe&ion had been by the Levitical Prieſt- 
ood, under which the Law was received, what further need was 

there that another Prieſthood ſhould ariſe after the Order of Melchi. 

ſedec and not be called after the Order of Aaron ? Heb.7.r1. 

All which is granted the firſt Prieſthood, with all its Offerings and 
Sacrifices evening and morning, and with all its Rites and Ceremo- 
nies, coutd not make the comers thereunto perfe& ; and the Lay, 
with all its works, could never juſtifie any, nor make anything per- 
fect, Heb.7.19. And therefore Moſes did but obtain a Servants place, 
yet being faithfull therein according to what God had manifeſted, 


Heb,3.2.5. he was called rhe Friend of God, in doing whatſoever he ' 


commanded him, and laid down his head in peace inthe Land of 
Moab, according to the word of the Lord, Deut.g4.5. though that 
Prieſthood was not then appeared, thorow which the perfe&ion of 
holineſs was afterward witneſſed, nor power to become the Sens of 
God, but only ſervants, who in doing what the Lord commanded 


And 


them,it was well-pleaſing to God,and he | bleſſed them in their gene- * 
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And Abrahay alſo God bleſſed in his generation , becauſe he obey. 
ed the Word and Commandement of God , and with-held nor. his 
onely Son at the Commandement of the Lord:, Gen. 22. 8, 9, 10, 11, 
12, Who believed in God and obeyed his Word , thecefore he died 
m a good old age, anold man and full-of years, and was. gathered 
unto his people, Gen,25.8,. And God ſaid unto him, becauſe thou haſt 
done this, and haſt not with-held thy Son, thine onely Son , that 
in bleſſing, I will bleſſe thee , and in multiplying, 1 will multiply thy 
ſeed ; and make it as the Stars of Heaven., __ as the ſand upon the 
Sea ſhore, &c. Gen, 22. 16,17. _ - 

And David did that which was right in the eyes of the Lord, and 
and turned not afide from any thing that he commanded him, all the 
dayes of his life, ſave onely in the matter of Uriah the Hittite, 1 Kings 
15,5, for which he ſuffered the ſevere judgement of the Lord, fo 
that he laid roaring all the day long , and watered his Conch with 
his tears, Pſal. 22.1. Pfal. 32. 3. by which judgement he was ra« 
deemed again unto God , and became a vetlel of honour to ſound 
forth the'praiſes of God, P/al. 98. Pfal. 101. «nd 103. and 104. after 
which he departed not from the Law of God, but continued in the 
ſame unto the end of his dayes, 

And many other of the faithful ſervants of the Lord , who obeyed 
his Word and Commandements , which I might mention both in the 
time of the Law and the Prophets , who kept the Commandements, 


Vaws, Statutes and Ordinances of God ; m the keeping of which he 


promiſed life unto man, Levit. 8. 5. Ezek. 20. 11. which Laws, 
Statutes , and Iudgements was given to Iſrael , but they deſpiſed 
them , and polluted his Sabboths; therefore he powred forth his fury 
upon them in the Wildernefſe to conſuine them, Zzek. 26. 13. And 
all that went on in breaking his Laws and Commandements , he o- 
verthrew in the Wilderneſſe , and they never came into the promiſed 
Land, 1 Cor. 10.5. 

Now theſe things were exam ples to them that came after , that 
they ſhould not luſt after evil things , as they alſoJuſted 3 verſe 6, 

Neither to be Idolaters , as were ſome of them, as it is written ; 
'The people ſate down to eat and drink, androſe np to play, Exod. 
22.6. 1 Cor.10.7. This was counted Idolatry , then which many are 
found in at this day , who cannot endure ſo to be called ; though we 
know that no Whoremonger , nor unclean perſon, nor covetous 
nan, whois an Tdolater, hath any Inheritance in the Kingdome of 
Chriſt. norof God 3 Eph. 5.3, 45: Y 

And the Apoſtle ſaid\, Let no man deceive you with vain words , 
for becauſe of theſe things cometh the wrath of God upon the chil- 


dren of diſobedience , verſe 6. f | 
q Here 
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«| Here followeth ſome of Leonard Letchford's. 


doGrine, by way of Quzry,lately publiſhed in two or three papers 
ſent to me,which I ſhall compare with the writings of the holy men 
of God which I have before aſſerted ; who lived but in the dayes of 
the firſt Covenant and the Prophets ; in which the Law and Com- 
mandements of God was given forth ; yet they were bleſſed in the 
keeping of them, as I have before ſhewed ; but Leo. Letchford 
hath lately ſought to perſwade me, that it would be praiſe to God, 
ſor me to ſay the Commandements of God could not be done 
without {inning , as he and his brethren hath long believed , and 
hath cauſed many to believe , to their own deſtrattion : And ſo 
bath kept people in finne and tranſgrefſjon , and imperfection ; 
for which they have long pleaded, and doth yet plead for their dil- 
obedience to Gods Law and Commandements , from ſome fail- 
ings of the ſervants of God before mentioned ; which were onely 
written to warnall not to tempt the Lord ; as ſome of them tem- 
pted him , many of which was deſtroyed in their rebellion and 
diſobedience ; but they who were willing and obedient , came to 
eat the good of the Land of promiſe, And none of them did an- 
ſxer the Lord when he gave them his Laws, Statutes, and Ordi- 
nances , Commandements and Preceps, and ſay it cannot be done, 
as Leonard Letchford of Aurſt-Pieypoint, a metamorphoſed Miniſter 
in the County of Suſſex, hath lately given under his hand, by way 
of QuaxXry. ”— 


The Paper is as followeth, Seprembey 6. 1563. 


Hethey to do good , and not to commit fin , be a perfeftion that 
any man dares challenge whilsſt he lives on Earth, or whe- 
therit be poſsible for any man ſo to keev Gods Commande- 
ments , and to obſerve his righteous Law , as to ſay any dey 

1 have not offended , I have no need to ſay forgive me in any thing wherein 

1 have done amiſs > This was the Queſtion. 


By which I have ſtruck the Devil dumb in the Quakers Oracle at - 


Herſham , known to the World by the Name of .4mbroſe Rigge 3 Lord 
open hrs lippes , that his mouth may ſhey forth thy prayſe , in ſay- 
ing plainly 1t cannot be done, 


&s Lo 


Now Moſes and Abraham which I have before afſerted, to whom 
the Law and Commandements was given forth , did ſo keep them 
and obſerve them. that the breach of them was never charged to 

B 2 them 
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them, but was bleſſed in the keeping and doing of them, as I haye 
before ſpoRen : And Pavid turned not afide from any of the Com- 
mandments of God all his dayes , ſave in the matter of Uriah ; and 
many more who kept Gods Law and Commandments all the dayes of 
their lives , and was blefſed, and their poſterity after them, and 
praiſed God with an upright heart, in their obedience to the Law 
and Commandments of God : and none of them did ever ſay, Lord 
open my mouth , that my lips may ſhew forth thy praiſe, in ſayin 
plainly thy Commandments cannot be done, as L, L. doth : If they 
did ſhew when or where ever ſuch a do@rine was preached by any 
either in the firſt Tovenant or the ſecond , orclfe let thoſe faithfui 
ſervants of God afore-mentioned , who kept Gods Law and Com- 
mandments, and4id live with God in them, be as a thouſand witneſ- 
ſes againſt Leo, Letchford , who would have people believe it cannot 
be done, 


Here followeth divers inſtances of Chriſt and his Apoſtles under 
the ſecond Covenant, concerning his Commandments, which I ſhall 
here lay down from plain Scripture proof, in order to the further dif. 
covery of this damnable do&rine. 


1. Chriit faith after he had given forth many Eommandments uns 
:o the people, He that breaketh one of theſe leaſt Commandments, 


a-1d {hall teach men ſo, he ſhall be called the leaſt in the kingdom of . 
&zaven 3 but whoſoeyer ſhall do and teach them, ſhall be called great -.., 


:1 the kingdome of heaven, Matth. 5.1 9. | 
2, Chriſt ſaid to his Diſciples, If ye love me,keep my command. 

ments, Tohn 14.15. | Tt | 
3. He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is. 


that Ioveth me ; and he that loveth me ſhall be loved of my Father, 


and I will love him, and manifeſt my ſelf to kim, Tohn 14.21. 


4. A new commandment I give unto yon, that you love one ano- + 


cher, John 13.34. 
5. If you keep my commandments, you ſhall ahide in my love, 


evenas I kept my Fathers commanUments, and abide in his love, * 


Tohn 15.10, j © | 

Verily, verily, I fay unto you, If ..2 man keep my ſayings, he ſhall 
never ſee death, Tohn g.51. 

7. All which promiſes was made unto his Diſciples upon this con» 
dition, That they kept his commandments, and not otherwile, 

8. To:which the' Diſciples ' anfwered, not as Leonard Letchford 
doth, in ſaying it cannot be done, and-count this praiſe to God : but 
they ſaid, Hereby we know that we know him, tf we keep his'com- 
mandments, 1 Tohn 2.3. 
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9. Again 


© they bare witneſs unto; as hereafter 
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9. Again they ſpoke in reproof of thoſe, who ſhould ſay they 
knew God, and kept not his commandments, and ſaid, ſuch were 
lyars, and the truth was not in them, 1 Tohn 2,4, 

10. Furthermore they teſtified, that whatſoeyer they asked, they 
received of him, becaule they kept his commandments, 1 loh.3,22, 

11, He that keepeth his Commandments dxelleth in him, and he 
in him, and hereby thc, knew that he did abide in them,by the Spi- 
rit which he gave the: ; £114 was their proof of him in the dayes of 
old, which is now ſo muc1 coudemned and cryed againſt by Leonard 
Lechford, and men of lis coat, who faith none can exaaly keep the 
commands of Cod, 1 Ioh:: 3. 24. 

12. And by this they knew they loved the children of God, when 
they loved God, and kept his commandments, 1 Tohn 5, 2. 

13. Agaia they ſaid, This is the love of God, that they kept his 
Commandments, and his Commandments were not grievous, 1 Tohn 


Harken Leon, Leichſord, Art not thou of anotker minde, who 


- would have people fay it cannot be done 2 May not all theſe riſe tp in 


judgement againſt thee ? 

14, And this is love, that we walk after his Commandments : 
2 Tohn 6. ; : 

All theſe gave teſtimony, how they kept his Commandments, tho- 
row Which their love was manifeſted to him, and for ſo doing, had 
no cauſe to repent any day, nor to ask forgiveneſs of the Lord 3 hut 
yet Chriſt in their infancy taught them to ſay, Forgive us our treſ] paſs” 
ſes, as we forgive them that treſpaſs againſt us, Math, 6. 12, but 
this was before Chriſt was effered up, who purged their Conſciences 
from dead works by the blood of his Croſs, through the eternal Spi- 
rit, by which he cleanſed them from all ſm, and ſandtified them in 
body, ſoul, and ſpirit, which as they grew up unto God in ſtature, 

r ſhall make appear in anſwer 
to Leonard Letchfords great Query concerning perſe@ion , which may 
{erye for the univerſal good and ſatisfaCtion of all reaſonable people, 
for which end I was moved to make it and my anſwer tot publick, 

Prieſt Letchfords Query. 

Whether to do good, and not to commit fm, be a perſeQ&ion that 
any man dares challenge while he 1s upon the earth ? 

Which plainly demonſtrates, that he is againſt doing of good,and 
for committing of fin, and denies perfeQtien while people are upon 
the earth ; which 1s abſolutely contrary both to the doftrine of Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles,and makes rhe coming,ſuffering,and bload of Chriſt 
of none effect. ; 

1, It 1s contrary to the do&rine of Chriſt, Matth, 5. 43. who 
{1d to his diſciples, Be ye perfe&, as your heavenly Father Yr per- 
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fe& ; which was a perfeftion of holineſs and freedome from fins for 

otherwiſe they could not be 'perfedt as their heavenly father was 
erfect: es ed 

: 2, Chriſt ſaid unto the young man who had kept the Command- 

ments from his youth, If thou wilt be perfe&, ſell that thou haſt,and 

give to the poorzand thou fhalt have treaſure in heayen,and come and 

{ollow me, Matth. 19. 21. 

3. It is contrary to Chriſts prayer, Tohn 17. 23. whodefired that 
they whom God had given him might be one,as he and his father was 
one: Hein them, and they in him, that they might be made perfe& 
in one, &c. which could never be till fin and tranſgreſſjon was finiſh- 
ed, which was the far? cauſe of ſeparation, 

4, To ſay that none can be perfe@ while he is upon the earth, is 
cotrary.to Chriſts words, who ſaid, Every one that is perfect ſhall 
be as his Maſter, Luke 6. 40. which agrees with his words Matth, 
- - . 

5. It is contrary to the dottrine of Paul, who ſaid, We ſpeak 
wiſdom among them that are perfeft, 1 Coy, 2, 6, 

6, TItis contrary to the Apoſtles exhortation, 2 Cor. 13.18, 

7. It is contrary to all the gifts that was given to the Apoſtles, 
which was for the perfeCting of rhe Saints for che work of the Mini- 
ſry, for the edifying of the body of Chriſt, 

Till they all came into the unity of the Faith, and of the knowledg 
of the Son of God unto a perſe@ man, unto the meaſure of the ſta» 
cure of the fulneſs of Chriſt, Eph, 4.11. 12, 13. this was a large mea« 
ſure of perfe&1on indeed, which they teſtified of, which afterwards 
was fulfilled in them, 

$. Tofay that none can be perfe( while he is upon earth, makes 
Pauls werds to the Philippians Elſe 3 Whothough he had not then at- 
tained to perfeion, cither were already perfect ; he did not ſay as 
Leo. Lezchford doth, that none could be perfeR on earth, but ſaid, he 
followed after it. Phil. 3. 12. | | 

And preſſed towards the mark for the price of the high calling of 
God in Chriſt Ieſus, v.-14. 

Let us therefore as many as be perfe be thus minded ; and if in 
any thing ye be otherwiſe minded, God ſhall reveal this unto you, 
Phil. 3. 1ſt, It ſeems fome was ready to be of another ininde 
then, as many arenow , unto whom this was not fully revealed, 
to whem Paul ſaid, Whereunto we have attained : Let us walk hy 
the ſame rule 3 Let us mind the ſame thing. v. 16. So that it is clearly 


manifeſt that there was degrees of growth in the gift of God, before 


they came to perfe&ion,for Paul was'not perfet while he.had a body 
of fin in him 3 and the reſt were not perfeG as ſoon as they came to be 
convinced and believe : but firſt witneſſed a warfare againſt fin, and 

the 
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the power of it, and afrerwards came to he freed from fin, and have 
victory over it, Rom.6. 17,:3,19,20,21. I Tobn 5.4. ane thon grew up 
to perfe& men in Chrilt,to the ſame meaſure of the tatare of the ful- 
neſs of Chriſt, and ſaid, by this was their love un1ate pertedt, that they 
might have boldneſs in the day of judgment , becauſe as heis fo 
were they in this world, 1 101 4.17. (Mark) they were as he was jn 
this world. If Leonard Leichford nid been amonglt them then, ſurely 
he would have cryed out ay.in't them for ſo ſaying, and his unbe- 
lieving heart would not have received this dodrine, no more then he 
can now : for if Chriſts work had effected no more, but to leave 
his people ſtill in their fu1s, he had done no more then the old Co. 
yenant did, nor his blood had been no more available then the blood 


of Bulls and Goats, which could not take away fin, nor his offer. 
. ing of more force then the offerings of the old Covenant, which did 


not make. the Comers thereunto perfect, Heb. 10,1. and ſowas diſ- 
annulled, becauſe of the weakneſs and unprolitableneſs thereof, 
Heb.n.18. For the Law made nothing perfect, but the bringing in 
of a better hope did, ver/.19, CMark) the bringing in of a better 
hope did this better hope was Chritt inthem the hope of glory, 
Codl.1.27, who when he was brought to within the Saints, inade 
them perſet even as he was 1n this world, 

9. This Chriſt in the Saints the Apoſtles preached, warning every 
man, and teaching every man in all wifdome, that they mijgit pre- 
ſent every man perſe& in Chriſt Jefus, Col.1,28. This was the end 
of their preaching, to preſent every man perfect in Chriſt : andez 
any man be in Chriſt, he ts anew creature, old things are paſt away 
(Mark that)'old things paſt away, which is {in and tranſgreſſion, and 


-all things are become new, 2 Cor.5.17, Here 1s the new man who is 


created 1n Chriſt Jefus to good works, that he ſhould walk in them, 
Eph.2.10, Here is good works, in which they were to walk who was 
new creatures, without which their faith was dead, even as a body 
without a ſpirit, James 2.25. I ſuppoſe this may ſtop Leonard Letch. 
fords mouth for asking, Whether to do good, and not ro commic 
ſin be 2 perfeQion that any man dares challenge white he is on earth, 
ec. It ſeems he dares challenge committing of fin, bnt not doing 
good while he is upon the earth; and ſo when all that are in the 
graves ſhall hear the voice of the Son of God, 

And ſhall come forth they that have done good unto the reſurre. 
(ton of life, he that hath done evil and committed fin, ſhall riſe 
unto the reſurretion of condemnation, Tohn 5.28,29, | 

10. To ſay thatnothing can be perfe&t upon the eatth, is againſt 
the Apoſtles fervent Jabour in prayers for the Saints,which was, that 
thut they might ſtand perfe& and compleat in all the will-of God, 
Col.4.12, | | whe ry 
| 11.It 
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17. It is againſt the end for which the Scriptures was given forth, 
which was, T hat the man of God might be perfed, thorowly fur- 
niſhed unto every good work, 2 Tim.z.1p. 

12, Itis contrary to the Apoſtles exhortation, to ſay that none 
can be perfe& on earth, who ſaid, Letus goon to perfeftion, not 
laying again the foundation of repentance, &*c. Heb.6.1, 

And theſe things we will do if God permit, verſ.3, 

13. It is contrary to the exhortation of Iames, who ſaid, Let pa- 
tience have its perfe& work, that ye may be perfe@ and entire,wyant- 
ing nothing, Iawes 1.4. and ſaid, If any man offend not in word, 
the ſame is a perfe& man, and able alſo to bridle the whole body, 
Tames 3.2. 

I4. It is contrary to Peters prayer, who prayed, That the God of 
all grace, who hath called us unto his eternal glory by Chriſt Ieſus, 
after ye have ſuffered a while, make you perfedt; ec. 1 Pet. 5.10, 

15, Toſay that men muſt commit {in while they are upon the 
earth, is contrary to the whole body of the Scripture, and was ne- 
ver affirmed by any-of the holy men of God, but by ſuch deceivers 
as Leonard Letchford hath proved himſelf ſo to be, by pleading the 
devills cauſe ſo frequently, which is to keep people in infor term 
of life, which if ha can by any means do, he knows they muſt come 
to him at the laſt, becauſe the Son of God hath ſpoken it, Luke 13.27. 

16. Itis contrary to all theſe plain Scripture proofs, John 8.34. 
x Tohn 3.4. 1 Tohn 3.8. He that committeth {1n.is of the devil, exc. 

*,.. 17. To fay thatnone can be perfe&, doth make void the Apoſtles 
prayers for the Hebrews, when he parted from them 3 who prayed, 
That the God of peace that brought again from the dead our Lord . 
Teſus Chriſt, that great ſhepherd of the ſheep, through the blood of 
the everlaſting Covenant. ; 

Make you pere& in every good work to do his will, Heb.rg.20,21. 

18. Toſay that none can be perfe@ on earth, makes Paul alyar, 
who ſatd to the Hebrews, But ye are come to Mount Sion, unto the 
City of the living God, the heavenly Teruſalem, to the innumerable 
company of Angels, Heb. 12.28, . 

To the general afſembly andChurch of the firſt-bora which are writ- 
ten in heaven, andto God the Iudge of all, and to the fpirits of juſt 
"men made perfed, ver/.23. 

But it may be obje&ed, That there is not a juſt man upon earth 
that doth good andinneth nor. 

Anſwer. This was ſpoken before the coming of Chriſt, who came 

fo deſtroy fin, and finiſh tranſgreſſjon, as it 1s written, 1 Tohz 3.8, 

And to fave his people from their fins, Mar. 1.21. not to be a ſa- 

" yourin fin, norto ſave his people in their fins, but to fave them 


from their fins, and ſo from the puniſhment due thereunto. 
Objeion, 
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objeRion, But ſome in their blinde ignorance will ſay, What be« 
nefit hath man by Chriſt, if he come to live without fin, 

Anſw. He hath the benefic of the coming of Chriſt, of his Death, 
and of his ReſurreQion, and of his blood which was ſhed for the re- 
miſſion of fins, as it is written, Matth. 26.28, And he onely can call 
Chriſt his Redeemer, who is redeemed from all iniquity,Ti:.2.14-. 

objeR. Again it is ſaid in many things, We offend all, &c. 

Anſw, This was ſpoken to the brethren as a warning, notto go 
into the many things, nor to be many maſters; for then they ſhould 
receive greater condemnation : for in many things they offended all 
and fo did Martha while ſhe was cumbered about many things , 
as Chriſt told her, Luke 10,41, So when they went into the many 
things and many Mafters (as the world doth now they offended all ; 
but as they dweltin the one thing which Chriſt ſpoke of, Luke 10. 
43. they were kept out of the offences, and kept a conſcience void 
of offence towards God and all men, Aﬀs 24.16. 1 Cor.6.3.. And 
Chriſt ſaid, We to the world becauſe of offences : For it muſt needs 
be that offences muſt come ; but wo unto that man by whom they 
come, Mat.18.9. Lake 17.1. | 4 

ObjeR. It is ſaid alſo, If we ſay that we have no fin, we deceive our 
ſelves, and the truth is not in us, 

Anſw, This was ſpoken by 1ohn before he: came to the fulneſs of 
Ehriſt, though he was come to a meaſure of the Stature of Chriſt; 
which kept him from committing of fin ; for he ſaid, He that come 
mitteth ſin is of the devil, and hath not ſeen, God, neither known L,- 
him, x Tohn 3.8. : | '.1:; 55 

And wheſoever is born of God doth not commit fin, for his ſeed 
remaineth in him ; and he cannot fin, becauſe he is born of God, 
iJlohn39.' - SRO oe eo eo 

Who a grew up to a perfet ſtate, and ſaid, herein is our 
love made perfeQt, that we may Fave boldaet in the day of Judg- 

ment z becauſeas he is, ſo are we in this world, 1 Tohn 4.17. | 

Aſter which he ſaid, Whoſoever tranſgrefleth and abideth not in 


| the doftrine of Chriſt, hath not God 3; but he that abideth in the 


doftrine of Chriſt, hath both the Father and the Son, 2 1ohn 1, 9; 
. _ Andif anycome unto you, and bring not: this dodtrine, receive 
him not into your houſe, neither bid him good ſpeed : For he that 
biddeth him good ſpeed, is partaker of his evil deeds, ver.1o,11. 
Hear this Leo.Lerchford, and all other of thy belief ! John did 
witneſs a further ſtate then committing of fin, or having it ; bur 
faid, Whoſoever tranſgreſſeth, and abideth uot in the doftine of 
Chriſt, is not to be recerved into the houſe, leaſt they were partakers 
of their evil deeds, Will not this Do@rine ſhut thee and all cliy 
brethremoutof doers, whois not in _ do&rine of Chriſt in any 


(14) 
ehing', but pleading with all your might againſt it, which js per - 
feRion and keeping his Commandements, as I have before ſhewed * 
This was hir do&rine while he was on earth, which yon: are-now fo 
much oppdſers of, and pleadurig for Gy of: ſor: rerm of 
life. 

I ſhall not trouble the Reader to reckon up* the Ccmmitaeſiancs 
and Lawes of Chriſt, they are ſo generally known to all who doth 
þut read the Seriptures. 

But I ſhall further lift up a Standard of Righteouſneſs againſt this 
viperous generation, who dayly breaks the Commands of God, and 
would perſwade others fo to do, as Les.Lerchford' hath done ; I ſhall 
here demonſtrate how this ſtrikes ar the Crown & Dignity of Chrift, 
and renders him inferiour.to theidevil ; and then I ſhall leave it to 
dhe Crious conſ1 - parmrg of the honeſt hearted, whether this man be 
afriend to Chriſtor gnienemy to him. - 

:T, To faythethinpgs commanded by. Chriſt cannot” be done; "Uhis 
chnders. him-cunhuſt x0: command his ſervantseo do that which he 
knows they cahnordo, ' : 

* 2, This fruſtrates the end for which God manifeſted kim, which 
_— give power to-as. many as received him tobecome the Sons 
of Go 

-.- 3. This makes his Commandsof Hone:effe@ 3 for if ths things 
keicommands cannorbe thney towharemd were they given forth, ' 
40 This Dodrine renders him more unjuſt cheh the deyit;' for ke 


- giveth power to his ſervants to do all manner-of Iniquity which he 


eommands them, and they obey his commands dayly. 

5. This 1s the higheft diſhonour that __ entries of Chrift can 
bring to his: Sovereignty, -- ; 

6. This makes the ſocend Covenant inferiour to the firſt; which i is 
damnable .Do&rin&and Hereſie. © 

\79. This makes him am:inſufficient- Saviour whe: was called Teſus, 
becauſe he ſaved his people from their fins, which is the breach of 
Gods Law and Commandements, = 

8. This makes the blood of -the Covenant: of none effelt, which 
was hed tocteanſe his people fromall fin. - 

: 9: This renders him.an hard:Maſter - (Is ay] dis: Conimands'ean- 
not he done ) which.none ever ſaid of him buy the Norkfull ſeryant 
who hid bis talentin the earth. © © - 

10, To fay his Commands-cannot be: oknidarks NE him a lyar, 
who commanded his ſervants to take his:yokeinpon +hetn, for his 
yoke was eafie and his burthen liphe, -- : 

-12Vi3. This is 277 Inler for. albche-wopkers of Taiquity, to encourage 

= to break the; Cominatids of [Ohtith and to > 0p. them 5 m F yabe- 
al:theiy dayes, © ms 

12, This 
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12. This makes the Apoſtles teſtimony falſe 3 who ſaith, Greater 
is he thatis in us, then he that is in the world : But this renders him 
inſerjour to the Prince of the world, if his Commands cannot ex- 
a&ly be done without ſinging ;. for what is. igthat hinders any from 
keeping his Commands, but the Prince of this world , by whoſe 
power all who breaks his Law and Commandements areled ? 
13. Tbis makes Tohn a lyar, who ſaid his Commandements were 
not grieyous but joyous. ; 
14. To ſay the things commanded by Chriſt cannot be done with= 
out committing ſin, as Les, Letchſord would have others; ſay , 
doth overthrow the ſoundation Principles of the Book of Commoen- 
Prayer, which enjoyneth every childe to keep Gods holy Will and 
Commandements, and walk in the ſane all the dayes of kis life. 
I5. This makes-the God-fathers and God-mothers (as they are 
called) Covenant-breakers ; which Leo, Letchford and others of his 
prote lion hath cauſed to promiſe and vow that the Childe ſhould 
eep Gods holy Will and Commandements, and walk in the ſame to 
his lifes end. - 


Many more damnable Conſequences incurres from this Dottrine, 
which are to many to mention, which is charged upon Leo- 
nard L:tchford and all the reſt of his brethren of the ſame 
minde throughout this Nation, till they clear themſelves ; 
which they can never do but by ſpeedy repentance an 
publick revocation of theſe their wicked Errours, 


O 
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Oh! return unto his mercy gate, 
Whoſe patience long for you doth wait z 
And learn your waies for #0 amend, 
Leaſt God deſtroy you in the ed. 


a. 
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T A few words concerning man in his fallen de- 
2enerated eſtate from God,in which he hath not power to keep 
the Commands of Ged nor his Law, nor to do any work acce- 
Ptable-co him z bur all his righteouſneſs 1s as filthy raggs, or as 

. _ = menſtruous garment. | | 
AT men by nature are the children of wrathzas it is written Zþb. 
 2;>fallenfrom God & his powetulegeerate plants of a ſtrange 
| | 2. $044: nnd | 
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Vine, Ter. 2.21. daily bringing forth evil fruit. in which God hath 
no delight ; his heartis corrupted, his minde is corrupted , and e- 
very part and member of his body , from the crowne of the head to 
the ſole of his foot, full of wounds and bruiſes, and putrifying 
ſores, Iſa. r. 6, every imagination of his heart is onely evil conti- 
nually , Ce. 3.21. So that he is a Veſſel was, are unfit for the 


Lords uſe or ſervice , neither hath the Lord any delight in him in that 
ſtate, becauſe he is aſlave to Satan, led captive at his will to diſho. 
nour his Maker in all his words and works : So that all his underta- 
kings and out-goings 1s to promote Satans kingdome. He calls ey1l 

ood , and good evil, and puts light for darknefſe, and darknefſe 
De light. And is void of underſtanding , as the beaſt that periſheth, 
He is altogether unſenſeable of his Creator , and of his Way,Truth, 
and Life , becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned being wholely a 
ſtranger to the Life of God, and to the Covenant of Promiſe, and 
without God in the World , in its wayes and workes of darknefſſe ; 
drawing iniquity with Cords of vanity, and drinking it in, as the 
Oxe drinks water, till he fill himſelf, and vomit ic up again. 

In this eſtate he was compared to a dog , whoſe nature is to vomit 
up that which he greedily eats ; and toa ſwine, whoſe nature is to 
wallow in the mire, as molt pleaſing to his nature, till he hath fouled 
himſelf all over, that he is loathſome to beheld : Even ſuch is man 
by nature, who waſlows, in ſin and corruption, till he be loathſom in 
the fight of the Lord, and fic for no ſeryice for him,till he be waſhed 

ain : and therefore the Lord cryed unto the houſe of IT/raet, Waſh 
VSind make.ye clean, put away the evil of your doing, T/e.1.16. and 
then come unto me, ver.1s. - | 

In this condition mans Wiſedom is earthly, carnal, ſenſual, and 
deviliſh, yet by this he would compaſs the heavenly myſtery of eees- 
nity, and dive mto the ſecrets-of the Almighty, and fet up a way of 
Worſhip of God in his will, and eſtabliſh a righteouſneſs of kis own, 
and will pray read, ws fr perform many duties in an hot zeal, 
though without undetitanding of the leaſt grain of the knowledge 
of God his Creator. And in this ſtate was the Iews, who killed and 
perſecuted the Lord of life in their darkneſs and unbelief, ina righ- 
reouſneſs ef their own, which was as filthy rags, and as a menſtrous 
garment, and would not cover them from the wrath of the Almigh- 
ty, ajuſtreward of all their ungodly deeds, unto whom Chriſt pur 
forth many parables, and ſaid, Except a man be born again he cannot 
ſee the Kingdom of Ged, Tohx 3.3, And except ye be converted, and 
become as little children, ye ſhall in no wiſe enter the Kingdom of 
God, Luke 18.17. though they was whited over as whited walls, yet 
they were foul and corrupted, blinde' and naked ; therefore the wo 
was often 450 IT them;'for all their zeal and profeſſion 
of Chriſt and the Apeſtleswords, Thetefore, 
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Therefore, oh natural man ! who ever thou be , whether Profef.. 
for or prophane, thy profeſſien and prophaneſs are alike juſtified in 
the Lord, while thou art unconverted, unregenerated, and uncreated 
again into that Image and nature which is from above, which can do 
the will and work of God well-pleafing to him: I preach not perfeRi- 
on to thee, but repentance , I donot ſay that thou can keep the Law 
of God, for then I ſhould bely thee and the truth alſo: I donot preſs 
thee to keep the Commandments of God, for thou will Tay with Leo, 
Letchford, 1t cannot be done : but this I ſay to thee, if ſchou wilt be 
wiſe, thou muſt firſt become a fool that thou may he wiſe, 1 Cor.3.18. 
but this thou canſt hardly bear, thou art ſo puffed up in the pride of 
thy heart in what thou performeſt unto God, though when thou haſt 
done all theu canſt, thou art an unprofitable ſervant, as it is written 
Luket 7+ 10. which is to have his portion with hypocrites, where is 
weeping and gnaſhing of teeth for ever, Matth, 25, 30. 

Atthy hong God cannot have a ſacrifice well-pleaſing tohim? if 
thou give thy firſt-born for thy tranſgreſſion, or the fruit for the fin of 
thy ſoul, it 1s but as the cutting off a dogs neck, or offering Swines 
blood, white thy heart is corrupted thorow the deceitfulneſs of fin ; 
this is that with which Ged hath a controyerſje in thee, and with thee, 
he wHl not make peace till this wall of partition be broken down, for 
it was that which firſt made a ſeparation between thy father Adam and 
bim, which ſtands againſt all his ſeed and race after him ; nay, it was 
aor all the offerings and oblations throughout the firſt Covenant, 
which ſtood in outward things,which could ever make an atonement, 
fo as to bring Adams ſtock into unity with his Creator, | 

Therefore this is my counſel and advice unto thee, who art in the 
unconverted ſtate, alienated from God, and eſtranged in thy minde 
from his Covenant of life, who hath any delires in thee to return un- 
to the Lord who made thee, that he may ſave thee from the heat of his 
wrath for ever : ceaſe from thy own words, works and wayes, and be 
not haſty to run before thy Maker lead thee by the hand in the light 
of his truth, wherewith Chriſt bath Ngbood thee, Tohn 1. 9. which 
ſhineth in thy dark heart, 2 Cor. 4. 6. ſo ſhall not thou abide in dark- 
neſs, #i:* ſhall receive the light of life, Tohn 8, 12. Harken unto his 
voice; Who ftands at thy door and knocks, and would have thee re« 
ce;+- him into thy heart, which is his Throne, upon which he muſt 
fit as King, if ever he receive thee into prote&ion with him, there he 
muſt work the Fathers will in thee, which is to purifie thee through 
out in body, foul, and ſpirit, without which thou canſt never be a veſ- 
ſel of honour to God to ſet forth his praiſe and glory in the earth ; his 
righteouſneſs he muſt work in thee * his right hand, which muſt co- 
ver thee for eyer, and thou muſt be crucified upon kis/Croſs from all 
thy own righteouſneſs and unrighteouſneſs, whick did all ſpring Nom 
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the ſeed of enmity, in which God had no delight, before thou know 
the peace of God, which paſſeth all underſtanding, to keep thy heart 
and minde. All this thou wilt inde true in the" day of thy viſitation, 
however the falſe Prophets may perſwade thee to che contrary, that ' 
will all deceive thee in the day of the Lords fierce indignation, when 
every one ſhall receive a reward according to their deeds : This is a 
hard ſayingto thee whois yet alive in the fulneſs of delight and plea- 
ſure in the fleſh, to tell thee of dying to thy own righteouſneſs and 
unrighteouſneſs, before thou come to live to God : This is a bitter cup 
to thee, of which thou muſt be willing to drink, before thou teſte of 
the Cup of blefling, which is the Communion of the blood of Chriſt, 
x Coy, 16, 16, thou mult ſuffer with him who dyed upon the Croſs, 
before thou know the vertue ol his reſurre&ion ; thou muſt put off 
the old man, with his deeds, before thou put on the new man, Eph. 
4. 22,23, 24, Thou muſt purge out the old leven of uncleagneſs, and 
the old bottle muſt be-broken, before thou keep a feaſt of unleavened 
bread, 1 Cor. 5. 7,8, as a Paſſeoyer unto the Lord. 

This 15 the footſteps of the flock, in which thou mult walk before 
Chriſts. righteouſneſs ; he thine, thou muſt buy the truth with the 
boſs of all that is contrary $0 it, if ever thou truly purchaſe ir, ſo as 
to be thine for ever, This 1s the word of the Lord God unto thee, 
which muſt be fulfilled in or upon thee, Let no man deceive thee 
through vain word;, of ſuch as tells thee God Ieoks upon thee not 
as thou art in fin,but as thou art in Chriſt, Oh poor deluded wretch, 
* ehis is the deceiveableneſs of ri ghteouſneſs indeed, which would 
make God as unrighteous as themſelves, to look upon a man in 
Chriſt when he 1s not ; but in fin and tranſgrefſion. Oh give not heed 
roſuch lying vanitics, leſt thon forſake thy own mercies for ever. 
For becauſe of theſe things hath come the wrath of God upon the 
children of diſobedience, Ephef, 5.6. Coll, 3.6. He that ſaith to the 
wicked, thou art righteous, him ſhall the Nations curfe, and people 
ſhall abhor him, Prov.24.24. Ifay God looks upon thee as thou art, 
' art, who will not juſtifie thee in ſin, nor hold thee guiltleſs in tranſ- 

reſſion, but will wqpnd the head of his enemies, and the hairy 
T-alp ef ſuch aone a Neth on ſtillun his treſpafſes,P/al.68.21. there- 
fore return, return unto the Lord by ſpeedy repentance, and kiſs the 
Son leſt he be angry, and thou periſh from the way of life z for IX 
his wrath be kindled, bleſſed are they that truſt in him, Pſel, 2.k2, 
I tell thee again, Tam mot ſent to preach perfeftion unto thee,but 
the day of the Lords vengeance, ane recompence. -I am not todaub 
thee with untempered morter, as the falſe Prophets hath dome many 
years, to cry peace te thee mm iniquity, to whom the Lord faith, No 
. peace, Tfa.48.22. chap.z9.21. Therefore ceaſe from man, and from 
ſpending thy money for that which is not bread, and thy labour ow 
tnar 
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vhat which ſatisfieth not, 1/.55.2, Andif theu art,or has been feed- 


ing among the Swine upon the husk, and wallowing in the mire 
among them, ana fatisfyang thy ſelf with a profeſſion of the Saints 
words outwardly. as they are written in the Letter of the Scripture, 
while thou art a ſtranger to. that lite 1n which they lived who writ 
them forth. # 

Oh this is as chafte to the wheat, which is the inward profeſſion 
of the life and righteouſneſs of the Son of Gad, therefore return 
unto the Fathers Fouſe (which 15s the light in which God dwelleth, 
1 Tim.6.16.) ſo will he meet thee, and embrace thee,and rejoyce over 
thee, and ſatisfie thee with bread enough, Lnke 15.17,18,19,20. 
yea with the fatted calf (his own crucified one) of which thou ſhalt 
feed and never hunger more, 

This I was warned by the Lord to lay before all who are yet 11 Ba- 
bylon and Egypt, that chey way flie out and eſcape from her ſins, leſt 
they pattake of her plagnes, as 1t 15 writeen, Xev.18.4. for the hour 
of her judgement is comes andthe execution will ſpeedily follow, 
which will leave the wicked neither rootnor branch, 

Therefore let your laughter be turned into mourning, and your 
Joy into heavineſs, for God hath clothed himſelf with a garment of 
vengeance, and with zeal , as with a cloak, Iſa. 59. 17, and no un- 


clean thing ſhall now ſtand before. him, Howl ye oaks of Baſhan, - 


and ye Cedars of Lebanon, the Lord hath laid his axe to your roots, 
and your ſtrength and tallneſs muſt come down ; for your fruit hath 
been the fruit of Sodom, and your grapes the grapes of Gomorrah, 
you have leng cumbred the ground, even till it is weary with you, 
and is ready to vomit you upz therefore bow your ſelves unto the 
mighty God of Iacob, before ke cut you down, and caſt you into 
the fire'of his jealouſie for ever ; and tremble at the preſence of him, 
whoſe word is gone forth even from Dan to Beerſheba, 2 Chyoo. 3. 5, 
for he is the God of the whole earth, and before him all Nations are 
as the drop of a bucket, Iſa. 40. 15. whohath meaſured the waters 
in tiie hollow of his hand, and meted the heavens with a ſpan, and 
coraprehended the duſt of the earth in a meaſure, and weighed the 
mountains m ſcales, and the hills in a ballance, Tf. 40. 12. who will 
render to eyery man according to the fruit of his doings ; therefore 
while thou has a little time, prize it, leſt the day of thy viſitation paſs 
away, and the day of wrath come upon thee as a thief in the night 
1 Thefſ. 5. 2, 
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Here followeth an Invitation of Love to all peo- 
ple, to come unto the Fountain of Living Wa- 
ters, which is now open, that they may drink 
and be ſatisfied, and never thirſt more. 


H all ye Nations of the earth, F 
O ye people every where 3 
Let me invite you tocome forth 
the voice of Chriſt ts heavy. ' £ 
By whom the Lord will now declare f 
his righteouſneſs and truth 
Une the Nations every where, 
that they may now come forth 
Of that great bondage nnto ſim, | Yn, 
in which their ſouls doth mourn : bo 7 
And that you all may now begin NE 4 
«nte the Lord to turn, . - ES | 2 
. That he may ſave your ſoals alive, Wo Woke ; 
; for his own mercy ſake z . : 
; Of which hc will not now deprive ; 2 
all them that do awake, $79 LES ' b 
And follow him whom God hath ſent HITTING IN. Ms : 
his Law for #0 fulfil: 
Which perſeZly cannot preſent | ' 
compleatly in his will. 1 
ww bi _ "on mankinde | 
be juftifi'd with him, | 
Unil he come this Chriſt to finde, Þ S 
with whom 1 did begin: 
And bis own righteouſneſs obtain, Propped of, [7 5 
oy he for on _ wrought, THE [7 
In bearing of that mortal pai ; OA | b- 
nr ane. ere Was ae. 
By which he fully ranſome 
«ll thoſe who did believe ; 
And death he then «bandoned, 
«nd raiſed fromhe grave, | 
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Hins hath God raiſed now again 
im his the latter day ; 
Who muſi for ever now remain 
as Moles once did ſay, 
Even liraels Shepherd, and their Rock, 
80 ſave them from thei ſaw : 
who now doth ope unto bis knock, 
ard him rcceive within, 
He'll give them power his ſons tbe, 
his danghters eke alſe ; 
And give them perfett vitory 


over their infernal foe, 


by his own preczons blood, 
And quench the enemies fiery darts, 
when they come as a flood, 
He'll ope zo them his fountain ſweet 
that they thereof may drink : 
And when they paſs the Lake ſo deep, 
therein they ſhall not (mk, 
The waters he'll divide, that they 
way paſs through without harm, 
And Pharaoh and his hoſt deſtroy, 
That they his fear may learn, 
And bring them through the wildenreſs, » 
wherein he'll ir) their faith ; 
That they may k10w his righteouſneſs, 
and ſee his ſaving health. 
Bell bring bis reyal choſen flock 
thorow many tribulations , 
And ſufſer many them to mock, 
20 exerciſe their patience, 
other rryals great 
he'll ſuffer them io bear, 
To0 many n0w for to repent, 
that they his Crown may wear. 
Therow which he'll purge away their drofs, 
their Tyme alſo conſume, 
And nothing in them ſhall be loft, 
that with him muſt have room. 
wind when he thus hath brought them nigh 
_ F-1 RN, bprefubich | i 
He'll fill their menitbs with praiſes bigh, ; 
nl rep vhem bis ſeleton 
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That they mdy ever with him dwell 
By” in joy and laſting reſt, 
7% And tyyumph over death and hell, 
= by which they were oppreſt. 
In that ſtrait path of righteouſneſs 
mn which he did them bring 
To ſee his truth and faithfulneſs, 
that they his praiſe might ſmg, 
Therefore ye people great and ſmall, 
unto the Lord return ; 
Tacline your ears to hear his call, 
that he may now confirm 
His promiſe made to Iſrael; 
if they his face did ſeek ; 
Their enemies for to expel 
for his own mercy ſake. 


LE ———————— 


A Teſtimony concerning the ſpiritual man , who 
# begotten of God , through the Spirit , by the 
Immortal Word of God , which Iiveth and abi- 

* . deth for ever, and hath received the Spirit of 
Adoption, whereby he cries Abba Father. 


f S there is anatural man who is corrupted after the deceitful 
luſts, fothere is a ſpiritual Man , who 15 born of the Spi- 

rit and hath the promiſe of Eternal Life , thorow the A. 

=. doption (viz. the redemption of the body, he is made 

an habitation of God thorow the Spirit, in whom God dwells and 
walks , according to his promiſe -of old, 2 Cor. 6, 16. he walketh 
in the Spirit , and doth not fulfill the Iuſts of the Fleſh , in him hath 
God great delight, and giveth him wiſdom, power, ſtrength, and a« 
bility te do whatſoever he.commands him , and he can do all things 
torow him whom ts his ſtrength , Phil. 4. 13. The Commande- 
ments of God are not grievous , but joyous to him, nay they are his 
onely delight , and this keeps him inloye and fayour with God ; fo 
that he with-holds na goed thing from him , Pal. 84. 11. but gives 
him of the abundanceof his heavenly treaſure > He feeds him with 
the Heritage of Tacob, eyen with the fineſt of the wheat, and with 
honey out of the Rock 5 Pſah 81, 16, he opens his Breſts of —_ 
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lation to him , out of which delight ſome refreſhment comes , where- 
by he grows in the beauty of holinefſe, in his mouth 1s the high 
praiſes of the Lord ,-as a two-edged ſword in his hand, thorow 
whica he exccutes yengeance upon the heathen , and puniſhment 
upon the people , Pſal. r49.7. As the natural man 1s wiſe to do 
evil, Hezs wiſe to retiſt eyil , ſo that it doth not come nigh unto his 
konſe, yea though eyil purſue the wicked , yet to him there 1s a 
Tree of Life, Prov. 13, 21. upon which he feeds, andlives for 
ever. 

& He 41s ſtout and valorous, even as bold as aLion, Prov. 28.7. 
he fears not the (yelling of the Sea, he is not afraid of the terrour 
of theanight , nor of the arrow that flieth by day ,. P/al. 9 i. 5. the 
Law of Truth is in his mouth , Mal. 2, 5. ſo that his ſteps cannot 
ſlide , he calls no man Father upon Earth z nor no man Maiter be. 
low the Sun , Mat.23.9;1o, forheis born of God, and receiyeth his 
Law from his mouth , he is Created again in Chrift Jeſus unto good 
works, that he may live in them. Helives by every word that pro- 
ceedeth out of the mouth of God , Mat. 4, 4. over him death nor 
darknefſe hath not power , but he ttznds in the glorious liberty of 
the Sons of God, afree born ſon and heir of God, a joynt Heir 
with Chriſt Jeſus, Rom. 8.17. he grows up in the meaſlire of the 
ſtature and of the ſullnefle of Chriit , unto a perfe& man , as it is 
written of him, Eph..4.13. but this is a miſtery to the natural many 
even as the winde blows where it liſteth , and he hears the ſound 


thereof ; but knows not whence it comes , nor whither it Logs ,® 


Tohn 3, 8, even ſo 1s every one that is born of the Spitit. 

Therefore they who are of the fleſh, they minde the things of the 
fleſh, and they who are of the Spirit the things of the Spirit. And 
as many as are led 'by the Spirit of God, they are the Sons of Ged,z 
Rom. 8. 14. but the natural man perceiveth not the things of the 
Spirit of God , for they are fooliſhnefſe to him, x Cor. 2. 14, butthe 
ſpiritual man judgeth all things, and he himſelf is Judged of no man, 
2 Cor.2.15. And this is that noble birth which G hath brought 
forth in many at this day, unto whom we preack perfe&ion and free- 
dome from the law of fin and death,which is the ſame wiſdome whick 
Paul ſaid he preached among them that was perfe@, 1 Cor. 2.6,7. 
But this the carnal man cannot endure to heat of, -who receives not 
the things of the ſpirit of God, as it is written of him, 1 Coy.2.14. 
Therefore it is no maryel why Leonard Letchford cannot receive this 


 deftrine of perfetion, which the holy men of God held forth unto 


the ſpiritual man ſo plentifully throughout: the Scripture of truth, 

as I have ſhewed hefore to all, who with a ſpiritual eye diſcerneth the 

things of 'God by which they are only known, 1 Cor.2.1t, but they 

are fookiſhneſs and madneſs to =_ ſons of Belial, as Les, Letchford 
| 2 


bath 
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hath manifeſted himſelf to. be ; whoſe Query is: 

Whether to do pood, andnot to commit fin be a perfeRion that 
any man dares challenge while he js upon the earth, &c, 

By which it manifeltly appears, that he hath made a ſtrong Coye- 
nanc with death, and an agreement with hell, who dares challenge 
no per{e(tion, butto do evil and commit fin, and that for term of 
life 3 and would perſwade others fo to do, and make them believe 
this is praiſe to God, which is the higheſt diſgrace he can poſſibly 
bring to his Name, and the moſt for the promoting of that anti- 
chriitian dodtrine of the Church of Rome, that the devil can lead 
any of his ſervants to give forth. For it is wholly raked out of that 
kennel and filthy puddle of iniquity, and never once mentioned in 
the Scriptures of truth, but condemned thereby root and branch, as I 
have ſhewed above. By which let all ſober-hearted men judge, whe- 
ther Tohn or he is to be pelieved, who ſaid, He that committeth {un 1s 
ef the Devil, e*c. 1 TJohn3,8. Andfvhoſoever is born of God doth 
not commit fin, for his ſeed remaines in him, and he cannot fin, be- 
cauſe he is born of God ; then ſaid, In this 1s the children of Ged 
manifeſted, and the children of the Devil : Whoſoever doth not 
righteouſneſs is not of God, neither he that Joyethnot his brother, 
I John 3.,9,10, and by this they will ſoon ſee whether L.L. be a childe 
@f God or of the Devil, who would perſwade others,that to do good 
and not to commit fin is that which none dares. challenge upon the 
earth, and that it would be praiſe to God to ſay his Commandements 

<cannot be done without ſinaing or offending ; this cannot be paral- 
ted in all the Scripture, if it can, I leave it to Leo. Letchford to pro- 


duce ; if it cannot, I leave him naked to Al the world to judge of - 


him in truth, equity, and righteouſneſs, whether this dotrine of {in 
and imperfe&ion doth not oyerthroy all the works and ſufferings of 
Chriſt the Son of God, and eſtabliſh the work of the Devil for term 
of lifc, yea or nay. 
Therefere oh ! thou begotten of God, who art born again of the 
- waterandof the ſpirit,give in thy evidence who ever thou art againſt 
this unheard of Herefie, which God will confound with the breath 
of his mouth and with the brightneſs of his ſhining glory. Which 
is ariſen and ariling to expell all theſe foggs, miſts and vapours which 
the man of {in hath overſpred the earth withall in this Jong night of 
darkneſs and apoſtacy from the life of God, wherein the great Whore 
that hath fitten upon many waters hath made all Nations drunk with 
the wine of ber fornication, Rev,17.1,2. & 18.3. and hath ſttten a 
a Queen and ſeen no ſorrew 3 and all her miniſters hath pampered 
themſelves like fat horſes in the fulneſs of the earth, and hath made 
merchandiſe of many throu gh coyetouſneſs and feigned words, 2 
Pee.2.3. this fixteen hundred years and upward ever fagce the —_ 
rift, 
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chriſts went owt into the world, who hath continued in the world to 
this day, 1 Tohn 2.18. deceiving the Nations with the multitude of 
their Inchantments ; but now is the day of the Lord broken forth mn 
clearneſs again in this latter age, which hath diſcovered her skirts 
with all her merchants, whois worſe then Balaam the ſon of Boſor, 
who though he loved the wages of unrighteoutnets, durſt not take 
it, Num.22.18, and 24.13. but they love and take it, and perſecute 
all thoſe who will not give it to them, as we have a cloud of witnef- 
ſes ſtanding upon recerd againſt them at this day, their ations hath 
been more crtiel then ever was any of thetr fore-fathers, the Pope 
excepted, as thou who art ſpiritual has clearly ſeen I queſtion not,but 
their end {hall be according to their works, 2 Cp 11,15, what ever 
their words are, the mouth of the Lord hath ſpoken it, 


Here is the way which leadeth to the King- 
dome of God in ſhort. held forth to alt 


who are willing to enter therein. 


S Satan by fin and tranſereſſion hath opened a way into eterna! 
miſery and condemnation from God, for all who followes and 
obeyes him : So God in his infinite Jove and mercy by Jeſus Chriſt 
hath opened a gate of mercy unto all mankinde, and hath prepared a 
way ef life, peace, and eternal ſalvation, that all who are willing to 


walk therein may attain thereunto : This way 1s called the way of 


Holineſs which the unclean ſhall not paſs over ; the wayfareing many 
though a fool, ſhall not err therein, Iſa.35.8, 

This way is a myſtery to all the Sons of 4dam, and is ſtrait and 
narrow, and few there be that finde it, Matth, 7.14. but the way which 
leads to deftruion is wide and broad ; and all the unclean, yea all the 
workers of Iniquity can walk therein, Matth.7.13. So there is but 
theſe two wayes for all mankinde to walk in; the one leads to life 
eternal), and the other to eternal death, 

Now the Lord hath opened my heart a little to ſhew unto every 
one the way of life, which is Chriſt Jeſus, Tohn 14.6. And that by 
which they may be brought into this way, according as the Spirit of 
God fhall give me utterance, It is written in the Scriptures of truth, 
of a Woman having ten pieces of filver ; if ſhe looſe one, doth light 
a candle, and ſyeepeth her houſe, and ſeek diligently till fhe finde it, 
and when ſhe hath found it. calleth in her friend and neighbours to- 


pore, ſaying, Rejoyce with me, for I have found the piece which T 
a@loſt,Luke x $.8,9. This was a Parable of the way of Life,which was 
tobe found within when the eandle was lighted ; & thy houſe Fept, 
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Which is thy heart, which 1s foul and cortupted by the enemy of thy 

tou}, who hath led tee from Mountain to hill (like a loſt ſheep) [ 

Mean from one ri1gu Prieft to another, ſo that thou haſt {orgotten thy 
retiing place, 1j4.50.6. Therefore hati the good Shepherd lett the 
ninety and nine in the Wilderncſs, and 15 gone after thee which is lot! 
11 the :nountains, and will Jay thee upon his ſhoulders, till he bring 
thee home, and rcjoyce over thee, Luke 15.4,5, And when thou art 
come in, thou thall be ſed in a good paſture by the rivers of water, 
where thou ſhalt not want, E3e&.34.14. and thy ſoul ſhall delight 1t 
ſelf .in fatneſs and ſhall live, 1/a.55.2. For the Lord will be thy 
Shepherd, and thqu ſhalt be eſtabliſhed in Righteouſneſs, and great 
ſhall be thy peace, 1ſa.54-13. and thou ſhalt not need to ſay, Who 
ſhall aſcend into heaven to ſetch Chriſt from aboye ? nor who ſhall 
deſcend into the deep to fetch him trom beneath ? but the Word ſhall 
be nigh thee in thy heart, and in thy mouth, according as-*tis ſaid, 
Rom. 10.8, Peut.30.14, This will be a Lamp to thy feer, and a Light 
to thy parh,Pſal,119.105, to guide thee in the way of truth and peace, 
and wall give thee the light of the knowledge of the Glory of God 
in the face of Jeſus, 2 Cor.4.6. 

Soletevery one ſearch his own heart, and light the candle there, 
that he may finde the word of faith there to guide him: : this word 
David hid in his heart,that he might not {in againſt God, ?ſal. 119.11. 
This is the word of faith which 1 preach unto thee, that thou may 
come to hear & receive it, whereby faith may be wrought in-thy heart, 

20 give thee viory over the world, lin, death,and darkneſs, and the 
grave , Which hath long ſeparated thee from. God; And then 
ihalt thou witneſs hum thy Redeemer, even the Holy One of 1/rael. 
But if thou ask me-what muft lead the to this Redeemer, I anſwer, 
The Law of God which. he hath written in thy heart, 'according to 
his promiſe in the ſecond Covenant, Ter.31:31,32,23. which Law 
was the Apoſtles Schoolmaſter to bring them to'Chrift, that they 
mip bt be juſtified by faith, Gal.3.24. This Law will be thy School- 
ma ſter to bring thee to Chriſt,thar thou may be juſtified by faith, and 
not by works, of the Law.: this will be a preſent Teacher with thee 
at all times, and in all places, and will neyer let thee do evil, nor do 
that to another they would not that he ſhould do unto thee. It will 
bring; thee'to love the Lord with all thy heart, and thy neighbeur as 
thy ſelf, as it iswritten in the Law of Moſes ; yea, when thou turneſt 
to the rig it hahdor to the left, thou ſhalt hear a voice behinde thee, 
ſaying, T vis is theway,walk in it, Iſa.30.21. But thou may obje& and 
ſay, Shall-.I not ga to hear Sermons from learned men, ſuch as are 


brought up at; 0xford -qr Cambridge? - I ſays ceaſe from man, even from - 
all them who *keeps 'thee from the Law written in thy heart, ,.; 
for ſuch hath no light in them, 1ſ4,8,20, Such are blinde Guides, and -. 


would 
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would keep thee from this Law which is light, Pro.5.24. leaſt it ſhoviel 


diſqgover their darkneſs unto thee, & that they mzy lead thee in blinde- 
neſs and darkneſs which, leads to the chambers of Death, Pro.7.27. 
And that thoy may ſpend all thy ſubſtance upon the Phyſitians, as the 
woman had done, and yet was not cured,till ſhe came to Chriſt, Luke 
$.4344. As thou wilt not be till thou come to be led to him by that 
which manifeſts both thy deeds of darkneſs and theirs alfo, who hath 
applyed falye to thy wounded ſoul, before they have cleanſed out- 
the filthy rotten corrupted ulcers with which thy ſoul hath been load- 
ed, ſo their ſalve hath taken no impreſſion, nor been available at all 
unto thee, ſo. that they have been .Phylitians of no yaluey Tob 13.4. 
but thy corruptions hath prevailed upon thee till all thy money 1s 
ſpent. . Oh therefore hearken unto him who ſtands at thy door and 
often knocks, If thou wilt open thy door, he will come in to thee 
and will ſup with thee, and thou ſhalt ſup with him, Rev.3.20. Then 
ſhalt thou know the Supper of. the Lord, even a Feaſt of unleavened 
bread, 

If thou wilt receive him, he will cleanſe thy ſores and lance thy 


wounds like the good Phylitian, and reach the living ſenſible part m_ . 


tice, that the Corruption hath not prevailed againſt,and nothing elſe 
he will ſuffer to remain within, that he may thorowly cure thee, and 
make thee perfedtly whole in body, ſoul, and ſpirit, and then he will 
pour in the oyle of Joy for the ſpirit of heavineſs, that thou may be 
called a Tree of Righteouſneſs, the Planting of the Lord, 1ſa.61.3. 

Then ſhall the light of the Moon be as the light of the Sun ; ane? 
the light of the Sun ſhall be ſeven-fold, as the light of ſeven dayes, 
in the day when the Lord bindeth up thy breach & healeth the ſtroke 
of thy wound, 1ſ4.30.26. then ſhalt thou who hath been deaf hear, 
and thy blinde eye ſhall be opened, and ſhall ſee out of obſcurity and 
out of darkneſs, 1ſ4.29.18. And thou ſpalt encreafe thy joy in the 
Lord, and rejoyce in the Holy One of 1/rael, verſe 19. then ſhall 
Tudement dwell in the wilderneſs which thou ſhalt loye, and righte- 
ouſneſs in the fruitfull field in which thon ſhalt dwell, and the work 
of Righteonſneſs ſhall be Peace., and the effect. of Righteouſneſs 
ja and aſſurance for ever, Tſa.32.16,195, Then ſhall thy ſoul 

elight it ſelf in the Lord its Redeemer, and magnifie the name of 

the God of Tſyael all thy dayes. ', 

And thou ſhall not need to be taught of thy neighbour or of thy 


brother to know the Lord, for tHou [halt know him, and be taught of 


him, and great ſhall be thy peace, according to the words of Teremigh, 
Ter.31.34, 1/4.54.13. Tohn 6.45. and the anointing wherewith he hath 
anointed thee ſhall abide in thee,and thou ſhalt not need any man to 
teachithee. but as the anointing teacheth thee of all things, and is 
truth and is nolye, andeven as it teacheth thee thou ſhalt abide in 

; him, 
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him, 1 John 2.27, Theſe things I haye written to thee concerning any 
that would ſediice thee from this inward teacher, ver.26. That it any 
cect thy houſe and bring not this dotrine, bid him not God ſpeed, 
leaſt thou be partaker of his evil deeds ; yea, if 1,or an Angel from 
heaven preach any other doftrine, let us be accurſed, and let God piye 
no more increaſe to our work, then he hath done to the work of the 
Prieſts this many hundred years. 

Therefore ceaſe from man whoſe breath is in his noſtrils, and 
hearken unto bim by whom God ſpeaks in theſe laſt dayes, as thou 
may reade, Heb.1.1, who ſaith, Leam of me and you ſhall finde reſt 
for your fouls, Mat.11.29. He will be a ſufficient teacher unto thee in 
all the wayes of righteouſneſs, andbe a wall unto thee in the time of 
ſtorm, ant a ſhadow unto the time of heat, Tſ«.25.4. yea, he will be 
thy Shepherd, and ſpread thy table in the ſight of thy enemies, ?ſal. 
23.1,2,3,4,5. and he will lead thee into green paſtures by the rivers 
of water, and will reſtore thy ſoul to praiſe and glorifie his game for 
ever. 


Fen all theſe things in mercy great 
4 hee'l bring to paſs for thee, 
If thox wil: now upon him wait, 
his ſaving health to ſee, 
Hee'l take thee from the lake ſo deep, 
out of the mire aud clay, 
And on a rock heel ſet thy feet, 
and will divert thy way : 
And bring thee to that laſitng reſt, 
which he prepar'd for thee, 
Before he / $9.0 Eaft or Weft, 
in his heavenly decree. 
Therefore 1 warn thee to retars 
anto the Lord, that he 
May all his promiſes _ 
that happy thou mayſi be : 
Which he will make thee in the end, 
if thou his law regard ; 
And lears thy way ſor to amend, 
by cleavivg to his word. 


This is written from a true lover of thy ſoul, 
whoſe name is, 
AMBROSE RIGGE, 

The 
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The difference between the true Goſpel and the 
falſe, truly Stated and clearly demonitrated ; 
that all people may ſee and read which Goſpel 
they have received and obeyed this many years, 
whether the true Goſpel, or the falſe. 


He true and mo Goſpel of Tels Chriſt the Son of God, : 


is glad tidings of good things ; which is remiffion of fins, and 
reconciliation to God by Ieſus Chriſt, Luke 1.19, Luke8,1. which 
was preached to give the knowledge of falyation unto all people by 
the remiſſion of 1ins, Luke 1.77, So here it manifeſtly appears, that 
this Goſpell was. preached to give the knowledge of ſalvation to all 
people,which knowledge was onely received by the remiſſion of fins, 

The falſe Goſpcl of Antichriſt the man of fin is ſadtidings of bad 
things, wherein there is no remiſſion of ſins, but a continual slave- 
ry unto fin and Satan all'maris dayes, accerding as it is and hath been 
taught by the teachers of this generation, which is as contrary to the 
true Goſpel as light is to darkneſs. | 

The true Goſpel its meſſage is'to turn people from darkneſs to 
the light, and from the power of Satan unto God, that they might 
receive forgiveneſs of fins, and an inkeritance amongſt them that are 
fanRified by faith in the Son, ARs 26.18. 

The meſſage of the falſe Goſpel. is, that people can never come 
from under the power of Satan, but muſt haye a body of fin as long 
as they live, which is ſad tidings, and not glad tidings 3 for he that 
hath been under a tyrants power from his mothers womb,for another 
to pretend freedom to him, and rake his money as though he would 
bring him to Chriſt who would free him, and yet in the end tell hm 
he muſt remain under the power of this tyrant all his dayes;this is ſad 
tidings to him, who hath both ſpent his money, and is neither redee- 
med, nor now hath any hopes ever to be while he lives ; and ſuch is 
the falſe Goſpel at this day, 

The meſſage of the true Goſpel is a proclamation of liberty and 
freedom'to all Captives, who hath been impriſoned in fin and tranſ- 
greſſion, wherein the blood of Chriſt is freely held forth fer the re= 


' miſſion of ſins, Mat.26.28, 


© The meſſage of the falſe Goſpel is continual captivity in {in, and 


never liberty nor freedom fromat, as we have ſeen by many years ſad 
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The true Captain of ſalyation ſaith, Follow me, and thou ſhale 
Ende reſt to thy ſoul, Mat.11.29. 

The falſe Leader faith, Thou ſhalt never overcome, but be in a con- 
tinual warfare, and ſhall never come to peace nor reſt here, which is 
ſadnews indeed. - : : 

The Meſſengers of the true Goſpel ſaith, They were circumciſed 
with the.Circumciſion made without hands, in putting off the body 
ef the ſins of the fleſh by the Circumciſion of Chriſt, Col,2.11, 

The Meſſengers vf the falſe Goſpel ſaith, This can never be done, 
but men muſt have a body of fin as long as they live, which is far dif- 
ferent from the other. : 

The Meſſengers of the true Goſpel faith, Chriſt ſhall ſaye his peo- 
ple from their fins. : 

The Meſſengers of the falſe Goſpel ſaith, Chriſt ſhall ſaye from the 
puniſhment due to fin, but not from committing ſin ; which dofrine 
overthrows the Iuſtice of God who giveth to eyery one according to 
wmheir deeds, | 

Mere followeth a ſew Queries pt to Leonard Letchford, either to be 
anſwered by plain Scripture, according as 1 have anſwered his 
before cited, or elſe to acknowledge that 1 have ſtruck the Devil 
dumb in his minifley at Hurſt at laſt, though 1have long ſuffered 


him to boafl himſelf as though he were a Miniſter of Chriſt,cven 


till his fruits are grown ſo foul and odious that every one is ready 
to bring in their verdif# to the contrary. 


Query I, V 7 Hat is that Image in which man was created 
in the beginning by God, was that Image per- 
fe& or imperfe& ? 


2. What was the forbidden fruit of which he cat through which 


he loſt this Image, and where js it now, and how is it to be kgown 


Now ? , 

3. What was the Tree of Life from which man was driven, and 
where 15 it, and how muſt he come to it again ? 

4. Whether man can be fayed or tome to life with God for ever, 
unleſs he come to this Tree and feed thereof, yea or nay 

s. What are the Cherubims and the flaming Sword which turned 
every way to keep the way of the Tree of Life ? 

6. What is that death which paſſed over all men in tranſgrefſion ? 

7. Whatis the feed of the Woman which ſhould bruiſe the Ser- 
pents head, and what did Ged promiſe therein to all the Families of 
the earth ? | I 

8. How muſt man be reſtored into that Image in which he was 
created, and whether he can come from yader the power of _ 

| | - 
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death which paſſed over him, till he be thus reſtored, yea oc nay ? 

* 9. Whether can man be ſo reſtored in this life, yea or nay : Ifyea, 
by what way and means ? Tf nay, Whether at death, or the day of 
_ judgement, or betwixt both ? Anſwer by plajn Scripture, ſeeing 

the Scripture faith, no unclean thing, nor any thing that defileth, 
or worketh abomination, ſhall in any wiſe enter therein 2 
10, What is the wall of partition which ſtands between God and 


Man ? And whether man can be brought into unity with God again, 


out of the unity, before this wall be broken down, and this enmity 
flain, yea'or nay ? : 

11. Whatis the valley of Achor, and where is it» in which God 
will plead with man by his ſword, and by fire, becauſe of that death 
which kath-pafſed over him by tranſgreſſion ? 

12. Bor wh#end was the Commandments and Law of God gi- 
ven forth by Moſes > Was they given forth to be broken or te be kept, 
yea Or nay? : 

13. Whether did God give them power to keep his Laws and Pre- 
cepts, when he commanded them to obſerve and do them , yea or 
nay ? | 

*8 Why was this Law ſaid to be weak, and in what was this Co- 
venantfaulty , and to what was this Covenant weak , and in what 

was this Covenant faulty 2 

I5, For what end was this Coyenant and the Prieſthood therein 
changed ? And why was there of neceſſity made a change of the 
Law ? 

16. What was that death which was the cauſe that Aurous Prieſt- 
hood could not continue, 

17. VVhat was Aarons Office , and what was the Office of Chriſt, 
ahd what was the end of both their Offices ? | 

18. For what end was Chriſt manffeſted, and ſaid to be an ever. 
laſting high Prieſt > Was it that fin might remain or be deſtroyed 2 

19, For what enddid he lay down his life ? Was it to ranſeme man 
from fin or no ? 

20. VVhether can man be truly ſaid tobe ranſomed or fſayed, 
while he lives under the power of Satan, yea orno ? 

21. VVhether hath man any benefit by the death or blood of Chri8 
whilehe lives in fin and tranſgreſfion, yea or nay ? 

22, Can{man truly ſay he 15 redeemed, while he is in bis yain con- 
yerſation, or can he truly fay Chriſt is his Saviour , while he is nor 

ſaved from his fin, yea or nay ? 
_ 23, VVhatis that death which Paul ſpake of,when he ſaid, thank 
God I dye dayly, becauſe his body was alive years after ? 

24. Deth God look upon any one to be in Chriſt , while he is in 

kn 2 Or doth be juſkifie the ypgodly while in ungodlineſs ? = 
K 2 25. Whether 
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' man any benefit thereby while helyes in the grave of corruption, yea 
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28, VVhether is any juſtified by Chriſt, who is not ſan&ified by 
the bloodof his Croſs throughout in body, ſoul, and ſpirit, yea or 
nay ? | 
26, VVhether any doth know the'truth as it is in Ieſus, who is 
in the bondage of corruption, ſeeing Chriſt ſaid to his Diſciples, if 
you obey my word, you ſhall knoyy the truth,and the truth ſhall make 
youfree ? 

27, VVhat was the work of Chriſt in the world , which his father 
gave himto do? and what was the difference between his works,and 
the works of the Law, by which no fleſh could be juſtified ? 

28, VVhether is man ſreed from the guilt of fin while he remains 
in the a&t of it ? Or,whether is he freed from the puniſhment due for 
fin (which 1s death, and ſeparation from God forever) while he re- 
mains in either, yea or nay ? If yea, ſhew how, andby what way if 


thou can ? 
eg. VVhatis the vertue of Chriſts reſurre&ion, and whether hath 


or'nay ? 

mg VVhatis the difference between the righteouſneſs of the Layr, 
and the righteouſneſs of faith > And whether any can have this righ- 
reouſneſs imputed to him, as to be made his for ever, untt] he come 
to caſt off the old man, with his deeds,which is fin and trangreſſjon, 


yea or nay ? al | 
©'31. VVhat is the old leaven which was to be purged out, that they 
might become anew lump ?, And whether he who commanded this 
thing, did not give them power to do it, yea or nay ? | 

32, VVhat 1s that death and hell which was to be caſt into the 
lake of 'fire? And where is that lake > And how may it now be 
known? _. | | | | 

33, VVhat iSTthat victory of which death ſhould be ſwalloyed up, 
and how and when may it new be gained or known * 

34. VVhether it was not a perfeRion of holineſs and righteouſ- 
neſs, and freedome from {in oC , that Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles held forth and witneſſed while they lived on earth, through 
the power of him whom God had raiſed from the dead?- If yea, why 


Fs this DoQrine now condemned ? If nay, where or how were they 
made perſe&, ſhey by plain Scripture 2 101; ihe 
- . Alll theſe plain Scripture Queries are: left to. Leovard Letchſord to 
anſiver if he can, or elſe confeſs Myſelf a Miniſter not ſent of God, 
whoſeDoRrine is contrary to Chriſt and his Apoſtles. 
Written by him who hath ſuffered under Leonard Letchfords cruelty 
#his fifteen moneths and upward, inthe County Goal in Horſham, 


. fer the reflimony of 'a good Conſcience, whoſe name is 
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